
 Sheyenne Valley Arts & Crafts Association

PO Box 21

Fort Ransom, ND 58033-0021

701-973-4461, svaca@drtel.net
Web site: svaca.org
Dear Artists and Craftspersons:


We welcome your interest in the 50th Annual Arts and Crafts Festival scheduled for September 23 and 24, 2017, in Fort Ransom, ND.  We are a cooperative organization working to promote the arts and crafts.

INFORMATION ABOUT OUR FESTIVAL:  PLEASE READ CAREFULLY!  

1)  THIS IS A JURIED SHOW.  All articles for sale must be hand crafted by the exhibitor.  All exhibitors are asked to include PHOTOS OF THEIR ART OR CRAFT as well as a complete description of all items that will be sold.  The jury changes every year - photos and complete descriptions are necessary for consideration.  If photos are not included, your application will be returned and may not be juried or accepted.  All work must be original, imaginative, and produced BY THE ARTIST.  No copies, kits or factory items will be accepted in this festival of creative workmanship.  Examples of work NOT accepted are:  manufactured items, cookbooks, seeds, etc., NOT USED IN CRAFT ITEMS.  HOME GROWN and DRIED flowers will be accepted if attractively displayed.  Sealed Edibles, from approved kitchens, will be considered.  NO COMMERCIAL DISPLAYS.  A list of exhibitors who have responded by the deadline (May 1) and have been accepted by the jury will be made available to the public at the festival. 
2)  Average attendance for this show is 6,000 to 10,000 for the weekend.   It is scheduled for the last full weekend of September every year.  Dates for 2018 show are September 29-30, 2018.

3)  All exhibitors, and those working in the booth ONLY – who have contributed in making items for sale, are required to become members of SVACA.  (Family members include those still living at home and coming with parents to the show.  Adult children cannot be included in the “family pass” unless they are helping at the booth.)  Each will be given a wristband as an admission pass.  (Those without wristbands will be charged the daily admission fee.)  ALL FEES MUST ACCOMPANY THE APPLICATION.  Incomplete applications or those without correct fees will be returned (to be completed or corrected) and may not be juried or accepted.  Checks will only be cashed after jury has met and accepted your application.  No postdated checks will be accepted.

4)  Applications not received by the deadline will be placed on a waiting list to be reviewed at a later date, and will only be juried and possibly accepted if there is room available.  There will also be a late charge of $50 added to the application fees.  

5)  If you are accepted and we are notified by JULY 15 that you cannot attend, your space fee will be refunded.  (Membership fee will not be refunded.) From July 15 to September 1, half of the space fee will be refunded.  THERE WILL BE NO REFUNDS AFTER SEPTEMBER 1. 

6)  We invite exhibitors who are interested to bring pieces to our Art Show that is held in the Bear Creek Hall during the show. If you are interested, please indicate so, and the limit to bring is 4 pieces. Paintings, framed artwork, photos, or other pieces are welcome additions to our Art Show. The Art Show Committee will help hang and display your pieces. 
7)  Crafts will be displayed in Sheyenne and Community Halls, and outdoor displays will all be located within the fenced areas around each building.  All outside food vendors will be set up in Stiklestad Park Area. 
8)  You may display and sell only those items listed on your form.  Exhibitors may be asked to remove items not listed, or if found to be not up to SVACA standards.  Festival committee members will monitor the quality and have the right to reject any exhibitor’s work.  It will be the responsibility of the committee members ONLY to evaluate all exhibitors’ items, and interference from other exhibitors will not be permitted or tolerated.  Please display items in your designated area only, not surrounding area.
9)   Outside exhibitors may set up tents and displays anytime on Friday, September 22nd, or Saturday morning before 9:30 am.  Inside exhibitors may set up from 9 am to 5 pm Friday, or Saturday morning after 6:30 am.
10)  All exhibitors must be in place by 9:30 am Saturday, September 24rd.  Loading gates will be closed at this time and all vehicles must be removed from show grounds.  Failure to be in attendance by this time will result in forfeiture of space and fees for both days.  Exhibitors cannot show only one day.  SVACA requires exhibitors to remain both days - RAIN OR SHINE – SAT. 10:00 am - 5:00 pm and SUN. 10:00 am – 4:00 pm.  Exhibitors not able to attend must notify us; those who do not and who are not present for the show will have their names removed from the mailing list.  Displays ARE NOT to be taken down before 4:00 on Sunday.
11) ANY VENDOR TAKING DOWN A FENCE WITHOUT IMMEDIATELY REPLACING IT WILL NOT BE INVITED BACK TO THE SHOW.  PLEASE KEEP THE FENCES IN PLACE!!

11) PLEASE BE POLITE!  Rudeness to customers or other exhibitors will not be tolerated!

12) It is the exhibitor’s right and responsibility to furnish signs curtailing visitors with cameras from taking pictures of their art or craft, if they so desire.

13) Any criminal activity on the part of an exhibitor will not be tolerated, will be reported to authorities, and will lead to immediate removal from SVACA grounds.  Please respect our community and its grounds.
14) NO PETS ALLOWED, except Service Dogs, on SVACA grounds.



Camping facilities, gas, food, and beverages are all available in picturesque Fort Ransom. Exhibitor’s fees are used for advertising, entertainment during the show, services, security, salaries, insurance, rent, improvements/maintenance of buildings, all needed to provide a successful show, and for classes offered during the year.  SVACA also sponsors Art in Education in our area and helps support the Ransom County Museum.



For more information call Sheyenne Valley Arts and Crafts Association, 701-973-4461, e-mail svaca@drtel.net, or write SVACA, PO BOX 21, FORT RANSOM, ND 58033.  Please pass this information on to other interested potential exhibitors.





Sincerely,




Eric Pederson, SVACA President, and Vicki Busta, Coordinator
SVACA JURY GUIDELINES

All work must be original, imaginative, and PRODUCED BY THE ARTIST.  No copies, kits or factory items. No manufactured items (mass-produced).  No cookbooks.  No seeds (corn, pumpkin, cattails, etc.) not used in crafts.  No commercial displays (Mary Kay, Tupperware, etc).  Decisions will be based on SVACA space, duplications, as well as quality and public appeal.  Applications must be postmarked by designated time.  (Late fees will apply to those sent in after the jury has met.)  Liability Insurance Waiver must be signed and included with application.

PHOTOS MUST BE INCLUDED OR APPLICATION MAY BE REJECTED.

Jurors will strive for equalization and variety.  The final decision will be at the discretion and pleasure of the jury as to who is accepted to be an exhibitor.  


